[Invasive pneumococcal diseases in children and surveillance systems in Italy].
Streptococcus pneumoniae is the causative agent of invasive diseases and of localized infections in children and older people. World and European epidemiological data show differences in disease incidences and in prevalences of pathogenic serotypes. Epidemiology changed after the introduction of conjugate vaccines for infants even if the still inadequate surveillance systems do not allow a comparison of the data. In this paper the Italian available epidemiological data and surveillance systems are rewied considering problems related to the emergence of new or drug-resistant strains and the advantages awaited from the new vaccines.